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1. The US/GVN sir strikes agsinst overland trassport facilitles and
roates in Borth Vietns: heve not revented the Borth Yietasmese from [T0-
viding logistiz support for ihe Coammunist forces in laos end South Vietnam.
Losses in iransport eguliment have been more than pade 1 BY ineressed im-
porte from other Communist ecuntries. The sapacity of epecific iransiori
roates has besn reduced Ly the bombings but cb nost routes ie still in
excess of the yregent level of logistic movewments. ™e North Vietnamcse
havs shown, morecver, that they have & reparkable capsbility to keep
suz lise moving in the face of repested atieckd on the treasport routss.
Taey hnve diversified and increased the nusber of routes in the traap-ort
systes ln the southers part of North Vieinas. Iz Leos they have improved
their trusk routes by bulldimg bypasses snd ewteading the road network.
Truck trapsport 1s als: being supplemented by the use af primitive foms
of iragsport s8d the use of lmland or coastal water trans,ort. These im-
srovements sad im rovisstions have given the Cormunisis the capability to
wove increased amounts of men and supylies iate Laoa snd Bouih Vietns:
during the coming dry sessou.  REvea wiih an intensification of aiy atiagks
ibe eapacity of the pverland transpori sysien would not be reduced below
the level reguived to rovide logistic suipurt st existing seaies of
combat. The system 1s, however, inadejuate to support yapld and full-seale
dejloyment of divislon-size forees moviag as uwnits to South Vietmss. The

syerland transport system would also be increnslngly nard-pressed to suppor:

logistically o shar; esealatlon of ithe geale of combat by sugeented FAVE
forces in Bouth Vieilnmams. ~

She Trepsporzation Neiwork

2. Phe srinclpysl rosds over which su;;lies have been noved Trowm Norss
Yietnar to Compunist forces in Lacs are routes é, T, 8, 15, 1A, sad tae
101,102/103 eomplex sear the Demilitarized Zome. {Bae zap} The fect thet
these voutes heve been and comtinue o be used by Comeunist truek traffic
moving intc Iscs hes been yevesled by various sources, including the romd-
wateh progrem in Lacs that was initfaved in 176C, an intensive program

o Aete Lraek byaffic by seriel veconmaiseance over Horth

: siinched ma» BROWS LHAL ONLY YToLLeE Ly, LA, &hd

the Toutes T The lemilitarized Zone would be used for suzrlies being
moved ists the Panbandle of Lacs and to Coxmunist forces within Scuth Viet-
nam. The capacity of esch of these roads {excest routes 102 and 103)
befors the bomblag started wee at lezst 100 tome per ooy during the wetl
sengon and morTe thanm HOD tens duriag the dry season. The bomblag hae un-
doubtedly reduced the'r through dry-season carmeliy substantially, but
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xisutely 00 somsteuctioe troups and Jeborers 0 veralr roeds aad
W. About 10,000 troops and laderers sre steticned along rowte 1A
anf the belesce slone youtes 8, 17, 108, and e ruil lise Yetwesn Due Tho
sof Tan Ap. Theve are also fras 5,000 to 15,000 trocpe 1o the aren tex-

%. Dwmmpe to the roud trasgyort unetvork bos alsc foreed dhe Nortk
M%W%Mmﬁmt#m%m*
mma,mm mmmmmmmm
altegnatives &5 swil snd tyansport, it 45 logical that the Borth
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size of thelir truck imvestory &oring 1065 in spite of the destruction of
taucks by serisl sth though zore than T80 trucks dave Yeen do-
me mé@Mﬁ%%M),m@
mm,m ad Coechoslowekia. mmgﬁm iﬁmm,, Yes
et m#&mﬁ,@em,wm%w@z.

é. m%mummmmmm,%mmw,%
92, $02, snd 165 ae doscrided in dstail in the atteched memoresdu
3ohed in Cotober.¥ Wsﬁgmmmwwmwﬁw
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recelved 2lnco then Deiicste thet the Coerunlets howe twilt skmiric
wrteasione or Yrrosaes ia this &#m "”'s;t wyval cxoandly o i)

sceaee yoats (aautes 17 und 23) 4a sbout L9 toop *ﬁ*wm%
seasn, aw! the cajacily of stoh oF the srtesieiong and bypasees ig &
least 50 tone ey duy.

it Deeeiorsents g Trefiis Potterac

T MQ 1965 voebing besss slong the Coprunisty surply routes in
ove, aud In Ardl 1000 it vas exianled 00 xovtes i ihe ooethers hal o
Yopsh Vietrom. 4&# o result the Coaswotsts relessteld ausoly buses
dpveloied alternate routes. The Vieh/Der Thuy smres in Yootk Vietasms ues
ﬁﬂw e tese Tor the southers routes vith 3 Torvsed aﬁwﬁg ares for
brunks voving theough Mg Oz Faes locsted oo roate 18 mear Taa A, Trarke

3 from Vieh dovn router 1A t0 He Tisd sed west on youte 150 to pocis
1’5 Mﬁmz&u@i'ﬁgm In early 1965 after S0 reil 1ise t»a Pon A wha
rosbowed . surplies vere alee nidvgd 10 the ateplag ares by rell. ¥ith s
theeat o ms:.fi%, WW, this slsging svec wop disretled ap wers ve-
myrly bases and xilitery irstallatices zlong the rovtes in lave. T
staptsr aren snd sosorlated fanilities &;fmwig wgre Sigparced :?ur‘ ';&.?:
north aldme roste 1S and further soath ists rovss apd compufloged o
Aleag route 200,

By  Iu owder ic conthwe rwving supliss south fror the Vinh sven,
Porth Vietooress develored olterasie roubes, sach as the srbioe of ro

Hﬁ w uﬁ“ m gm"tim wﬁ:a roate 190, In addaitiosn, sa fnisnd w

LA
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10. %The Mu Gis Pase nres apparently continues 1o be the most ifm-ortant
ary seasom ruvate inte the leotisn Pachsundle. In epite of reveated aliscks
with delayed action bombs oo ihe Pass and on choRencints on the northern-
most part of route 23 since FPebruary 1565, the eapseity of this route is
8till one-fourth of Its jwevious level. The Compunists bave sanaged to
kee sapnlles moving through ihe aree by saking ra-id rouie repaiys snd
Ly using sorters. The busbing uwndoabdiedly made the movement of these sup-
slles very costly =nd, am & reguli, s byress arcund these bombed geciicus

of routes i2 nnd 73 spparently haa besn comrleted.|

& Poad has deen DRlLt tarough

25X1 |
Xcone, localed aboul © ciles soutd of Mu Ois Pese, and that during

Bovember trueks were conlinuing ‘o move ovar this rosd. Although this roud

| tae trucks ocan apparenily

WaVE OVer LhiS DYLAB6 Trom route 1- in North Vietnax o & polnt om route 03
sbout 3 silles south of dhe Jukeilon of routes 23 snd 12, Prop there the
Lracks cnn either sove south on routes 23 or the mew route 911, the sistus
of whien is unknown. Boad-wateh teans are not yet located iun posiiions o
vhaerve treffle on the rrobable hypass or on route Yll.

1. An estimated 35 tons f militery supslies moved datly down route
23 in Laos during ihe dry sesson from December 1904 to Jume 1965. Afier
allowing for the meeds ¥ the Comounist foroes in Laos this escunt of ton-
nage would have mode 1t possible Lo allocate only 3 to © tome per dey faor
South Vietnse throughout the year. Adding 1o these swounig the tonnaze
woving by way of route 14 aosd the 1011527103 complex in Horih Vietms nnd
theuce aysuad the Demiliterized Zone inte lacs, the itotal movisg imto Bouth
Vietua: has been ou the order of L to 8 tons per dey.

12, The diversity &f ruules that beve been develored in Horth Vietsaw
and the srieunsions and bypesses asv available is Isos, suggeet that darisg
the forthoeoming dry season the Communists can incresse substantially the
tonnages available for Bouth Vietnms 1€ they elect {o do se. The condivicn
£ Lhe roads in North Vielass ssd Leos ie such, however, that there cunust
o suy significant changs in the character of the supply sad reinforcement
sperativn. The roads are 81111 (o0 poUr Lo Suppert ranpld dlvision-size
relnforcements poving 48 & unii to South Vietnms. The overland transoor:
syslem sould ales be incyeasingly herd rressed 1o du sort logistleslly o
shaay, aserlation of emmbal by augented PAVE forces ian Bouth Vieiosn For

.
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exemyle, it is estimated 3t &%t least eight days would be reguired 1o
Lruck the personne! and the bDosiz load of n conventionsl and completely
geLif-sustained PAYH divielon witnin lacs aicme from Mu Glie Pase to Bax
Bouang Bam on the Be Komg at the ead of route 92, At thle lecation the
division would be aboul 30 miles from the border of South Vietnas in
Eoniomm Provimee. It would then hsve o tafiltrate inte South Vietnmes
sve¥ luw eszacity routes. When the divisiva enters into conventional
warfare® il wouid requirs 53 toas of supplies per day or 8 piaiwmus of 21
truekioads. An unmabersd road tetween rouwies 23 and 165 1s mow in the
rinsl stages of ecustrucilesn. Wwen ibis road is cumpleted the nelwork
will be motoreble to the border of South Vietnam sund will bave 8 thecretli-
eal capacity (without UB/GVN bonving and arwed rec.anaissance) sufficient
to sxprort the deily supplies for & PAWN divieloue (250 tons) emgaging in
gonveniionsl warfare. Bevertheless, FAYN divisions as uvalts #tlll will
nel be able Lo sove to Scwth Vietnsw quickly, aad within Soaih Vieimss
only irimitive memns of trenspuri are axpsetsd to be availsble to the
Compuunists, =6 & consegwence of UB/OVE alr superisrity.

¥ Grnventional werfare 1o & Level of combat GomEliting oach totielion o
wilitary sotion at lecst once 18 every three dsys. The PAVE and Viet Oong
patialisn equlvelente in toe Cosssunist Main Pores in Scuth Vietnsw are
purrently estizated o be in crebat = saxloum of once In every 15 dmys.
Pnis level of agtivity is higher then usual, and may oot be sustalned.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
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UNITED GO ‘NMENT e

ATES
Memorandum
a";f’ﬁ .
TO D DfemRT 2 e DATE: 22 Nov 1965
WX HOID File
FROM
SUBJECT:  Request from 0/DD/I, 22 Nov 1965 25X1

[ Jreceived a telephone call from 0/DD/1,
requesting a memorandum on Laotian roads for the DD/I. This memo

should discuss and analyze the main transportation road links between
North Vietnam and laos. We should attach our last memo on the subject
also. Memo should identify main lines, give reasons for polnting these
particular ones out as key links, glve conditions of roads, end effect
of actions on our part. There should also be a map attached which

is keyed to the memo.

DD/ORR passed request to |7I__bn 22 Nov. will have memo prepsred 25X1

for D/ORR signature to DD/I.
ease26 nwoé;gsmﬁoﬁbaoéotrw;i
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